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TrlE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



February, 1869. 



in principle, as it was in design, simply to enforce law 
against its banded wholesale violators. Both our people 
and our government treated the case not as properly a war, 
but as a polio* operation on a gigantic scale, the execution of 
law against those who had broken it, differing not in its 
nature but only in its magnitude, from the efforts to put 
down the mob in Boston in the summer of 1863, or to sup- 
press the terrible riot in New Tork the same year. 



EuropeaIT Armies. — While some of our citizens are 
groaning over our little army of 50,000 men, it is 
worth while to give a glance at the astonishing military 
preparations on the continent of Europe, A military 
writer has .recently taken the matter in band, and pub- 
lished the result of his investigations in the English press. 
He finds that Jive nations have no less than Jive and a half 
millions of men ready lb take the Jield at once, or at a short 
notice. This is exclusive of Holland, Belgium, Spain, Tur- 
key and other second-class Powers. Two of the' European 
States, France and Prussia, are thoroughly prepared, for 
war at this moment The former could start off with half 
a million of men, completely equipped, supplied and drilled, 
and probably eager for the contest ; and the latter, with a 
considerably less ready nucleus, has an immense reserve 
almost as well trained and prepared for combat. — Boston 
Journal. 
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THE SOCIETY'S WESTERN OPERATIONS. 

We have not fully* started these operations as yet ; but 
among our Leoturers is Rev. Dr. Wm. E. Fithian, of 
Springfield, 111., of whom we are glad to copy the following 
notice from the State Journal : — 

We are glad to learn that Dr. Fithian, favorably 
known throughout the State, has received appointment from 
the American Peace Society to present its claims to the 
good people of Illinois, and has entered upon his work, 
though still recognizing the claims of the temperance cause, 
in which he has been lately engaged, and proved so efficient 
a lecturer. His plan of operations is to make visita- 
tions for the present in this region, and address congrega- 
tions and the public generally in explanatory discourses 
and lectures as extensively as practicable ; to invoke the 
aid of the pulpit and the press ; to raise needed funds for 
the society, not by public collections, but by free-will offer- 
ings privately made ; and to distribute; by gift, subscrip- 
tion or purchase, the productions of the society — thus to 
arrest public attention, reach the masses, and contribute to 
educate the people and the rising generation in the princi- 
ples, practice and service of peace. 

We take pleasure in adding that the commission of Dr. 
Fithian has the hearty endorsement of the various pastors 
and ministers of Springfield, and that the American Peace 
Society is entirely free of any ecclesiastical or political con- 
trol, and commends itself to the tavcrable regards of all 
Christian philanthropists. 

Dr. Fithian is not without practical knowledge of what 
war is in contrast to peace; and being a popular lecturer and 
an earnest advocate of gospel truths in all. their reformatory 
requirements and appliances, he is well adapted to his new 
position, and will, we do not doubt, awaken a deep interest 
in the peace cause, and prove its successful advocate. The 
society is fortunate in securing the services in this field of 
one so apt, affable, and in every way qualified ; and we be- 
speak for the doctor and the cause he represents a oheerful 
welcome and liberal response everywhere. 



Other laborers are just entering the great field at the 
West. It needs many more ; and we hope our friends in 
the older 'States will enable us largely to increaso their 
number. 



SUMMARY OF NEWS. 



Railways in Hindostan. — There are 4,000 miles already 
completed, and 1,000 more commenced or projected. A speci- 
men of the influence for good projected from Christendom over 
the pagan world. We see the same in China,. Japan and other 
heathen countries. How much, but for her war-system and war 
habits, might Christendom thus do in conciliating the favorable 
regards of the heathen, and paving the way for the spread of the 
gospel. 

German Universities. — There are 29 in Germany, with 
21,542 students ; and the number of professors engaged in lec- 
turing at them amounted in the last term to 2,194. There is a 
movement on foot for raising funds for the benefit of the poorer 
scholars, so as to enable them to give their minds exclusively to 
their studies. 

Suffrage in Spain — The universal suffrage decreed by the 
revolutionary authorities of Spain raises the number of voters 
in the country from 818,271 to 8,619,642— all of them Spaniards, 
and' all over 25 years of age. The election returns in January 
will, it is supposed, give to the constituent Cortez 800 Mon- 
archists, only 35 Republicans, and 15 Bourbonists, proving 
that Spain is not yet ripe for Republicanism. 

General state of Spain. — Thougk» more quiet and favor- 
able^han could have been expected of such a country passing 
the ordeal of a revolutionary crisis, it is still very precarious. — 
The delay of the Cortez «that is to determine the form of the 
government, and perhaps to select the person who is to be the 
rtder, has left the way open, and a strong temptation to foment 
divisions, and obstruct in many ways the plans of the original 
revolutionists. Partisans of several aspirants to the throne are 
busily at work in their respective interests, and very likely to 
bring imbroglios that may plunge the country for a long time in 
blood. A people so ignorant and superstitious can easily be 
made dupes ; and it is said that " the agents of the different 
candidates to the throne, freely lavish money, and jpduce the 
ignorant peasants to rise and erect barricades, tejfcng them, 
among other things, that should Don Carlos or the ex-Queen 
come back, all the land now belonging to the rich will be di- 
vided amongst them, and these tales the uneducated masses, 
urged on by the priests, freely believe. It is, also, declared 
that men are being openly enlisted to fight for Don Carlos. 

England and United States, — The dispute about the 
Alabama and kindred points, still seems to hang on both sides 
in doubt. We have reports about the exapt terms of the treaty 
negotiated ; but nothing is yet settled and certain. We have 
no doubt that a peaceful solution will ultimately .be reached ; 
but how long it will take actually to secure it, we know not, and 
dare not guess. 

Greece and Turkey — are not likely to have war. The 
Congress at Paris iBsued their protocol ; and the parties will in 
all probability accept its terms. Turkey has. and the King of 
Greece signifies his purpose to do so, but finds it difficult at 
the moment to form a cabinet that will carry out his wishes. 

South America. — The war of Brazil and her allies against 
the desperate Lopez, is- virtually ended, as he has been van- 
quished, and has fled for safety to the forests. 

Cuba. — Accounts coming from the government on one side, 
and from the revolutionists on the other, still continue conflict- 
ing, and the result is likely to be for some time in much doubt. 
The question of a protectorate for Hayti by our government, 
though so generally frowned upon at first by our Congress, 
seems not yet to be entirely put at rest. 

State of the Continent — is unusually favorable to a set- 
tled and assured peace. All the great Powers seem honestly 
intent on securing this result. 



